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Duncan
Bannatyne
and Simon

T'S a brave mtremw who
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but'Simon Stolkes has managed
to Impress two of the toughest
names in Brtish industry.Simon,
the managing director of
Rotherham's Assured Fire & Security,
has landed his company a mejor new
contract after approaching Duncan
Bannatyne, one of the most
demanding members of the panel on
BEC business hit Dragon's Den.

“l met Duncan last year at an
entreprenseurs’ event in London,”
Simon says.

“| simply went straight up to him,
shook his hand and said | wanted
to offer him our company’s CCTV
system for his chain of health clubs.

“Wi got tellking and six morths later
we ana looking after all 70 of his sites,
which is a manvelious boost for our
business, which saw 80 per cent growih
last year and is on target for another
12 months of expansion this year 100.”

Straight-talking Duncan isn't the
only Dragon to have been impressed
by Simon’s direct approach.

_ Aftar reading her book Business
Nightmares, Simon contacted
Derbyshire-based Rachel Elnaugh,
one of the original stars of the
BBC series, and after several
mentoring mestings, she has
advised Simon and his teamn on
long-term strategic planning,
recruitment, financial planning and
other areas important for growth.
“Being an MD of a fast-growing
business is frenetic wark and to
have the advice of Rachel, who
has been there and done i, is a great
pro-active step for us fo avoid some
of the costly mistakes that a growing
business can make," said Siman. |
Rachsl added: “At a time when |
so many entrepreneurs are needing
advice on how to keep their business
afloat, it is great to be working with
a company which is profitable and
growing.
“Simon Stokes has a fast-forward

entrepreneurial energy. The challenge
for Assured now is how 1o manage
their growth while expanding the

* business UK wide.”



